
Job Posting: 

The British Museum, department of Conservation and Scientific Research 

Scientist: Metallurgy  

Reference: 1454607  
Location: London 
Closing Date: Tuesday 3rd March 2015 12pm Noon 
Additional Information: Salary: £27,089 per annum 
Contract: Fixed Term Contract: 12 months in duration (Full Time) 

 

The department of Conservation and Scientific Research, based in the new laboratories 
at the British Museum, is looking to recruit a Scientist: Metallurgy, to undertake 
scientific examination, analysis and X-radiography of archaeological and museum 
objects for material identification and technological investigation using a range of 
analytical techniques. The role will focus on the scientific examination and analysis of 
metals and studies into metal technology within the British Museum collection, 
including research into the raw materials, provenance and deterioration mechanisms of 
metallic artefacts. The job holder will use scientific techniques and metallurgical 
knowledge to answer questions from museum curators and conservators and provide 
scientific services within the aims of the Museum, disseminating results through reports, 
publication and lecturing to a variety of audiences. 
 
Key areas of responsibility: 
 
• To provide specialist scientific expertise (in response to conservation and curatorial 
enquiry) in the characterization of metals, including raw materials and technology, 
using a variety of techniques such as metallographic microscopy, SEM-EDX, X-
radiography and XRF 
• To be a member of multi-disciplinary project teams (curators, conservators and 
scientists) investigating the technology, deterioration, storage and conservation of 
museum objects, predominantly focusing on metal objects 
• To be involved in the delivery of Museum-wide projects such as exhibitions, 
preparation of catalogues and excavation reports 
• To assist in the interpretation of data obtained and to document and report the results 
obtained and disseminate results to a range of audiences as appropriate 
• To initiate new projects within the Museum and department research strategies and 
participate in the development of research collaborations with external museum and HE 
partners 
 
Person Specification: 
 
The ideal candidate will have a Degree, Masters or equivalent qualification in 
chemistry, archaeological science, materials science, metallurgy or a related science-
based subject. The ability to write to publication standard is essential. The ideal 
candidate will have experience in a research and/or analytical laboratory environment 
with practical experience in the use of XRF and some of the following: SEM-EDX, X-



radiography, metallographic microscopy, XRD, Raman, ICP-AES or ICP-MS. The post 
requires good IT skills, an ability to work independently and to meet deadlines, good 
organisational skills with the ability to pay close attention to detail, good 
communication skills (verbal and written English), strong team working ability and an 
appropriate publication record or other evidence of written capabilities. 
 
About the British Museum: 
 
Founded in 1753, the British Museum’s remarkable collection spans over two million 
years of human history and culture. With over 6 million visitors in 2013, the Museum is 
the top visitor attraction in the UK, and its world-famous collection includes metal 
objects from all periods and cultures including the Sutton Hoo ship burial, the Hoxne 
Roman treasure and cast head of the King of Ife. 
 
The Museum is an equal opportunity employer, supports a diverse workplace and offers 
a competitive benefits package including: 
 
• Membership of the civil service pension scheme 
• Free entry to a wide range of museums and exhibitions 
• Participate in private and public Museum activities, including talks by leading curators 
from around the world and behind-the-scenes opportunities to learn how museums care 
for and manage their extraordinary collections 
• Generous annual leave allowance 
• Interest-free season ticket loan 
• Child care voucher scheme 
• Professional & personal development opportunities 
• Employee Assistance Programme 
• Discounts on food and gift shop purchases 
 
If you are interested in applying, please follow the “Apply now” link below where you 
will be directed to complete your application. 
 
Closing date: 3rd March 2015, Midday 

 

If you have any queries regarding this role, please email us at bm@penna.com or call 
0845 601 1124. Please quote the job reference number in the subject line of any email 
and at the beginning of a call.  

Job Description, Person Specification and further information 

• Apply Now 

Job Posting Link: 

https://atsv7.wcn.co.uk/search_engine/jobs.cgi?SID=amNvZGU9MTQ1NDYwNyZ2dF
90ZW1wbGF0ZT02NzImb3duZXI9NTAyNzczNSZvd25lcnR5cGU9ZmFpciZicmFuZ
F9pZD0wJnJlcXNpZz0xNDI0MjAyODczLTE4ZjE2ZTgyZGEzYzllYmRkMWQ4MD
g0MGVkNmY1N2U2NTExMWNlZWQ= 

https://filesv7.wcn.co.uk/admin/fairs/apptrack/download.cgi?SID=b3duZXI9NTAyNzczNSZvd25lcnR5cGU9ZmFpciZkb2NfdHlwZT12YWMmZG9jX2lkPTM2NjA1OCZ2ZXJpZnk9ZjI0ODllM2Y2NjIyM2U3ZWFlZTZjNzViM2Q1NGM2ZTcmcmVxc2lnPTE0MjQyMDI4OTUtYmE5N2YxMDY1OTA5NWY5Mzk4MGY4MjM4OTIxMzFlZTU4NzRhMTNmOA==
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